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Food Waste in Los Angeles County
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Los Angeles County produces the most food waste 
in the state of California

28% of the total waste generated in the City of Los 
Angeles alone is organic waste



Food Recovery in Los Angeles County

3

It is estimated that 25,000 tons of food is rescued 
annually in the City of Los Angeles

This represents only 3% of the total food waste 
stream in the city



Food Insecurity in Los Angeles County
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Food insecurity: “little to no” access by all people 
at all times to consume enough food for an active, 
healthy life

14% (about 1.4 million people) in LA County
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The Federal Bill Emerson 
Good Samaritan Food Donation Act

• Protects you from liability 
when you donate to a non-
profit organization (501c3);

• Protects you from civil and 
criminal liability should the 
product donated in good faith 
later cause harm to the 
recipient

• Standardizes donor liability 
exposure. You or your legal 
counsel do not need to 
investigate liability laws in 50 
states; and

• Sets a floor of "gross 
negligence" or intentional 
misconduct for persons who 
donate grocery products. 6



AB 1219 (Eggman)

• Undergoing review
• Expands Good Samaritan Act

– Expands definition of “donor”
– Expands definition of “recipient” beyond 501c3 

organizations
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A Few Common Myths about Food Donations

8

“The health department does not allow excess 
food to be donated.”

“Food facilities will get sued if someone gets sick 
from the donated food.”



A Few Common Myths about Food Donations
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“My local public school is not allowed to donate 
surplus food.”



LA County Food Redistribution Initiative (LACFRI)

• An initiative begun by the 
Los Angeles Department of 
Public Health, inspired by 
Waste Not OC

• Currently housed in LADPH –
Environmental Health
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LACFRI’s Approach

• We would like to approach the 
food waste issue holistically.

• Addressing prevention, 
recovery, and recycling of food 
waste, with a special emphasis 
on food donation.
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I would like to donate food – what are the first steps?

1. Plan Ahead: Find a nearby 501c3 organization that 
fits your needs

• Call 211 – ask for nearby pantries or soup kitchens in 
your area

• Visit www.211la.org to see a list of nearby pantries or 
soup kitchens

• If you’re in doubt whether an organization is a 501c3, 
visit https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-
organizations-select-check and search their name or 
EIN number
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http://www.211la.org/
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-organizations-select-check


I would like to donate food – what are the first steps?

2. Call and meet with the organization
– Determine logistics

• What foods can they accept? 
• How much can they accept? 
• How often?
• When are the best times to receive food? 
• Can they pick up or am I willing to deliver?

– Start small!

13



I would like to donate food – what are the first steps?

3. Understand the food safety guidelines
– You are not held liable, but public health is 

everyone’s concern. We can help you!
– Handout – Guidelines for Safe Food Donation
– Coming December 1 – Additional food donation 

resources will be included in 
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/

– Call me if you need help getting started, let’s iron 
out the details!
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http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/


The Good Samaritan Law/Existing LADPH Flyer
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LACFRI Webpage
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Link: publichealth.lacounty.gov/
eh/misc/LACFRI.htm

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/misc/LACFRI.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/misc/LACFRI.htm


Food Donation Resources (National/State/Local)
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Existing Food Rescue Apps/Websites

• Bread and Butter
• Cerplus
• Chow Match (2 counties in 

Northern CA and 1 county in MD)
• Copia (Northern CA)
• CropMobster (Northern CA)
• Food Cowboy (USA)
• LeftoverSwap
• Olio (UK)
• SpoilerAlert (Northeast USA)
• Too Good To Go (UK)
• Transfernation (New York)
• Unsung
• Zero Percent 18



LA County Food Redistribution Initiative –
A Public/Private Partnership
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County Departments Private SectorNonprofits



Current Ideas and Work in Progress

• Kaiser Permanente
• Partnership with LA County 

Public Works
• City of Burbank
• School Food Donation/Share 

Table Policies
• Health Inspector Outreach 

Challenges
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Bernadet Garcia-Silva, MPH 
LACFRI Project Manager

(626) 430-5454
bsilva@ph.lacounty.gov
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Want to learn more?  

mailto:bsilva@ph.lacounty.gov
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